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THE CouNct:t OF STATE GovERNMENTS: 

50th Annual Meeting and Regional Policy Forum 

On behaif of the State of Maine, 'The Council of 
State Governments/Eastern Regional Conference (CSG/ and the 
Maine 2010 Host Committee, it gives us great pleasure to invite you to 
the CSG/ERC 50th Annual Meeting and Regional Policy Forum. 

This year's annual 

Maine 
August 15 - 18, 2010 
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will be held in: 
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• Click here for our preliminary business program agenda! 

• ClicKlle.ret.-Q c:IQWl"IIQac:l-9J1r_2,Q1Q Aon ya I t-1eet;i1Jg aod_Regio_ru,1IJ><1licy 
Forum registration brochure! 

• Click hl:!reti;, register 911IJ11eJ 

• And click here for our online housing registration form for the Holiday Inn 
by the Bay! 

http:/ /www.csgeast.org/content.asp?pageID=3 6/17/2010 



THE COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENT.51/EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
2010 Annual Meeting and Regional Policy Forum 

Saturdav, August 14 
1 :00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Lobby 

2:30 P:v1 - 4:00 PM 
Casco Bay Hall 

6:00 PM - 9:00 P\ll 

Sunday, August 15 
8:00 AM 6:00 PM 
Lobby 

8:30 AM 9:30 AM 
Vermont 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Vermont 

12:00 P~-.1 - 2:00 PM 
Casco Bay Hall 

2:00 Plvl - 5:00 PM 
Connecticut 

2:15 PM -4:30 PM 
J'✓ ew Hampshire 

2:30PAM - 5:00 PM 
Kennebec - 2nc. Floor 

6:00 PM 7:00 PM 

7:00 PM -10:00 PM 
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Preliminary Business Program 
UPDATED 6/16/2010 

Conference Registration 

Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 

Special Off Site Evening Event 
ERC Execu1ive Committee, Host State Committee and Corporate Contributors 
Saltwater Grili (by invitation) 

Conference Registration 

Annual Meeting Committee Breakfast Meeting 

Executive Committee Meeting 

~ortheast States/Eastern Canadian Provinces and.Executive Cornrnittce Joint 
Luncheon 
Topic: Canada/U.S. Relations 
Speakers: 
Name Place Holder 

Innovations Screening Panel 
The CSG Innovations program identifies projects on the cutting edge of public policy. 
The Selection Committee will hear and vote on presemations from this year's contenders. 
Stop by and listen to great ideas. 

ERC Canada-l:.s. Relations Committee Meeting 

Eastern Trade Council Board Meeting 

Canadian Reception (Sponsored hy Canadian Consulate; 
Portland Museum of Art 

Welcome to Maine" - Opening Event (everyone invited) 
Portland Museum of Art 



Monday, August 16 
7:30 A:vl - 5:00 PM 
Lobby 

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 

Connecticut 

Rhode Island 

Cumberland - 211
" floor 

Sornerset - 211J Floor 

Oxford - 211u Floor 

TBA 

Massachusetts 
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Conference Registration 

Concurrent Committee/Task :Force Breakfast Meetings 

Agricultural and Rural Policy (='lSAAS) Committee 
USDA's Role in Empowering the Economy 
For agriculture and rural community economies. the impact of federal dfons can be 
immense. This open discussion session focuses on funding and regulation changes at 
the USDA and FSA that will impact state legislators. 

Speakers: 
Jay Phinizy 
USDA Farm Services Agency NH State Director 

Jack Tarburton 
USDA Rural Development MD/DE State Director 

Name Place Holder 
APHIS Administrator 

Name Place Holder 
FnA Ar1rniniQ1TCltnr 

Criminal .Justice Committee 

Education Committee 
Combating Excessive Absenteeism in Public Schools 
A description of recent studies and efforts designed to reduce absenteeism, one of the 
primary· factors leading to poor perforn1ance and dropout of public school student~;. 

Speakers: 
Name Place Holder 

Environment/Energy Committee 

Health Committee 

ffRC Canada-U.S. Relations Committee 
The State of U.S. - Canada Trade Relations in the Age of Obama 
This session will explore the status of cross-border travel and trade as the economy 
begins to rebound. assess on-going effons in Congress to enact protection isl 
measures, and examine concerns over costly and duplicative border procedures. 

Transportation Committee 
Transportation Policy Committee Meeting: 
The committee meeting will focus on a review of the status of federal surface 
transportation legislation and its impact on the ERC; the possible crafting of 
resolutions. An update will be provided on the All Electronic Tolling effort. 



Mondav, August 16 (cont.) 
8:00 A\1- 5:00 PM 
Kennebec - 2nd Floor 

8:30 AM - 9:30 A'.\1 
Casco Bay Hall 

9:45 AM - 10:00 AM 
Vermont & New Hampshire 

10:00 PM 12:00 PM 
Casco Bay Hall 

12:15PM 2:00P~,1 
Casco Bay Hall 

2:30 P/vi - 4:30 PM 
Connecticut 

Monday, August 16 (cont.) 
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Eastern Trade Council Board Meeting 

General Breakfast (evrryone invi1ed! 

Welcoming Session 
Honor Guard 

Presiders: 
Senator Philip L. Bartlett 
CSG/ERC Co-Chair 

Representative Nancy E. Smith 
CSG/ERC Co-Chair 

\Velcomer: 
The Honorable Nicholas Mavodones, Jr. (invited; 
Mayor of Portland. ME 

Opening Plenary 
Governor's/ Premier's Panel 

Keynoter: 
Vi nod Khosla, Founder of Sun rv1icrosystcms (invi1ed) 

Panel Moderator: 
Susan Sharon, Deputy "-lews Director 
Maine Public Broadcasting Network 

Speakers: 
Name Place Holder 

Name Place Holder 

Luncheon 
Keynoter: 
John Zogby. President/CEO 
Zogby lmernational Research 

Concurrent Poiicy Forums 
Agriculture and Rural Policy (NSAAS) Committee 

State Responses to EPA Chesapeake Bay 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is working with its state partners to set 
restrictions on nutrient and sediment pollution of the Chesapeake Bay through a 
regulatory tool called Total Maximum Daily Load, (TMDL). This TMDL will be the 
largest and most complex ever developed, involving six states and the District of 
Columbia. How will this initiative impact the ERC member states? 



Rhode Island 

Cumberland - 2 11 <1 Floor 

S0merse( 2nd Floor 

Oxford - 2"t! Floor 

TBA 

Connecticut 

4:45 PM - 5:45 PM 
Massachusetts 

6:00 PM -7:30 PM 
Vennont & New Hampshire 

Tuesday, August 17 
7:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
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Can States Take Ownership of the Sustainability and Animal Welfare Issues'.' 
The term "sustainability'· is beginning to transform the food industry, with 
environmental, economic and social factors all evaluated throughout the food supply 
chain. Rather than letting advertisers and food marketers define this term for states. 
how can states take control of the movement in Maine. or New York or even the 
Nonheast? 

Criminal Justice Committee 

Education Committee 
Winners and Losers in the "Race to the Top 
Why have certain states like Delaware succeeded in the nation-wide competition for 
$4.35 billion in federal stimulus funding? 'Jortheastern state policymakers will 
analyze the region's "race to the top.·• 

Energy/Environment Committee 
Advancing the Clean Energy Economy in the Northeast 
Hmv can states ensure the efficient development of a national transmission system 
that fosters clean-energy projects in the region? This workshop will explore recent 
efforts to accelerate regional clean-energy projects that offer significant opportunities 
for generating economic growth. 

Health Committee 
Federal Health Care Reform: Where Are We'.' 
C'o111P lr-'llrn thP l~tP<sj on n~tinn,,,I hP:alth rPfnrm,. IIP,n hour it u,ill ,iffprt r'nn,11111Pr,, 

providers and your state hudget. 

ERC Canada-U.S. Relations Committee 
Infrastructure, Goods Movement and Jobs - Re-Energizing the Greater Region 
The poor condition of physical infrastructure in the region is vvell documented. This 
session will tackle the relationship between infrastructure and cross-border economic 
vitality with a focus 0n goods movement and energy. 

Transportation Committee 
Transportation Finance and Bridges and Bridge Systems 
The iconic structures of the region's rnajor bridges are essential 10 commerce - but 
region's trnnsportation infrastructure is aging. Restoring. replacing and renewing the 
system, throughout the region's unique geography is a significant challenge. HO\v 
can the region maintain its vital transportation infrastructure'? 

ELA and Toll Fellows Reception 

Delegates Reception 

Conference Registration 



Lobby 

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM 
Port of Call Lounge 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
Connecticut 

Rhode Island 

Cumberland - 2nd Floor 

Somerset - 2nd Floor 

Oxford- 2nd Floor 

Vermont 

Tuesday, August 17 (cont.) 
Kennebec - 2nd Floor 

Page 5 

Nominations Committee Meeting 

General Breakfast (everyone invited) 

Concurrent Policy Forums 
Agriculture and Rural Policy (NSAAS) Committee 

Northeast States Association of Agriculture Stewardship Open Legislative 
Meeting 
Annual NSAAS meeting and roundtable discussion of Northeast Legislative 
advances and issues. 

Criminal Justice Committee 

Education Committee 
School District Consolidation: Lessons from Maine 
A review of the results of Maine's attempt to achieve greater economies and 
efficiency by implementing a legislative mandate to consolidate small school 
districts. 

Environment/Energy Committee 
9:00 AM - 10:45 AM: Delivering the Promise of Energy Efficiency: Creative 
Strategies for Lowering Energy Costs and Creating Jobs 
Speakers will discuss innovative state and municipal policies that hold the potential 
to catalyze energy-efficiency gains in residential and commercial buildings, and serve 
as an engine of job creation. 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Roundtable on Innovative State and Provincial 
Legislation/Programs 
Officials from several states and provinces will share their creative strategies for 
tackling a range of energy and environmental challenges. 

Health Committee 
Volume to Value: Quality-Based Health Care Purchasing for Policymakers 
Learn how your state/province can move from a health care system that rewards 
over~utilization of services to one that pays for value. Hear about payment reforms 
from other states and other payers. 

Patient-Centered Medical Homes: Coordinating Care to Improve Health 
Proponents argue that Patient-Centered Medical Homes will reduce costs, enhance 
quality and attract primary care providers. Hear about this growing trend from states 
that are implementing them. 

Canada-U.S. Relations Committee 

Economic Development 



Massachusetts 

12:00 PM 2:00 PM 
Casco Bay Hall 

2: 15 PlvI - 4: 15 PM 
Massachusetts 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Kennebec - 211c1 Floor 

2:15 PM -5:15 PM 
Cumberland/Kennebec 
Lincoln - 2nd Floor 

Tuesday, August 17 (cont.) 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
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States Pioneer Successful Foreclosure Prevention Strategies 
Initially limited to predatory mortgages, the tough economy and increased 
unemployment have caused a spike in foreclosures throughout our communities. 
Learn about successful foreclosure diversion programs in Connecticut and Maine 
involving mediation and consumer counseling and advocacy. 

Speakers: 
Chet Randall 
Pinc Tree Legal Services 

William 1\. Lund 
Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection 

Roberta Palmer (invited) 
Judicial Branch Foreclosure Mediation Program 

Representative Sharon Treat. !VlE 

Representative Doyle -:\iemann, MD (invited) 

Transportation Committee 
Intercity Passenger Rail 
What is the status of federal and state fonding efforts, for intercity passenger mil\> 
What is the role of the station as a local economic development tool, as well as the 
roles of Amtrak and VIA? This session offers policy makers and executive branch 
officials a chance to gain a clearer insight into the outlook for this emerging mode. 

Luncheon 
Keynoter: 

Dr. Elliott Fisher (invited; 
Director, The Center for Health Policy Research 

Training Workshop 
Facilitator: Pam Vaccaro 
Hear Pam Vaccaro's practical suggestions on how to increase balance in your life. 
While you wear many hats in your political and private lives. this program will offer 
you ways to enhance the accomplishment that comes from a focused 1 ife. 

Budget and Tax Roundtable 

Product Stewardship: Coming Soon to a Legislature Near You! 
Speaker: Representative Melissa Walsh Innes 

2011 Nova Scotia Reception (everyone invited) 



7:30 PM -10:00 PM 

Wednesday, August 18 
7:30 AM-8:00 AM 
Somerset - 2nd Floor 

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Ballrooms (CT/RI/VT) 

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Ballrooms (NH/MA) 
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South Portland Community College 

2010 Maine State Dinner (everyone invited) 
Lobster Bake - South Portland Community College 

Closing Business Session 

Farewell Breakfast for Delegate/Spouses 
Speaker: 
Dr. Vincent Covello (invited) 
Founder and Director of the Center for Risk Communication 

Farewell Breakfast for Junior/Teen Delegates 



Business Pro ram Overvie 

Plenary Sessions 
Monday 
9:45 AM - 12:00 PM 
Opening Ceremony/Governors and Premiers Panel 
Keynoter: Vinod Khosta (invited) 
Founder. Sun Microsystems 

12:15 PM - 2:00 PM 
Luncheon 
Keynoter: 
John Zogby 
President/CEO of Zogby International Research 

Tuesday 
12:00 PM - 2:00 P\il 
Luncheon 
Keynoter: TBA 

Monday 
8:00 A~/! - 9:30 AM 
T !Crl A 'r D ~I" ;., L'"'""'""~:.," drn L'"""'""" 
l....J,JJ..,lr"\.. .=> l'\.UP..., 111 .L.,,JlljJU\'Vl,,.,llllC; l.111..,, L,1...-UllUlll_,\' 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
State Responses to EPA Chesapeake Bay 
Can States Take Ownership of the Sustainability and Animal Welfare Issues? 

Tuesday 
9:00 A\1- 12:00 PM 
Northeast States Associa1ion of Agriculture Ste,vardship Open Legislative Meeting 

Criminal Justice 
Monday 
8:00 Atv1 - 9:30 AM 
Topic: TBD 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Topic: TBD 

Tuesday 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Topic: TBD 

Economic Development/International Trade 
Sunday 
12:00 PM -2:00 PM 
Northeast States/Eastern Canadian Provinces and Executive Committee Joint Luncheon: 
Canada/U.S. Relations 

Monday 
8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
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The State of U.S. - Canada Trade Relations in the Age of Obama 
Economic Develo ment/International Trade -(con't) 
Monday 
8:00 AM- 5:00 PM 
Eastern Trade Council Board Meeting 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Infrastructure, Goods Movement and Jobs - Re-Energizing the Greater Region 

Tuesday 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
States Pioneer Successful Foreclosure Prevention Strategies 

1 ;;o 110 Mti 
Monday 
8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
Combating Excessive Absenteeism in Public Schools 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Winners and Losers in the Race to the Top 

Tuesday 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
School district Consolidation: Lessons from Maine 

Energy & Environment 
Monday 
8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
Topic: TBD 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Advancing the Clean Energy Economy in the Northeast 

Tuesday 
9:00 AM - 10:45 PM 
Delivering the Promise of Energy Efficiency: Creative Strategies for Lowering Energy Costs and Creating Jobs 

1 1 :00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Roundtable on Innovative State and Provincial Legislation/Programs 

2:15 PM - 5:15 PM 
Product Stewardship: Coming to a Legislature Near You! 

11 tlihh 
Monday 
8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
Topic: TBD 

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Federal Health Care Reform: Where Are We? 

Tuesday 
9:00 AM- 12:00 PM 
Volume to Value: Quality-Based Health Care Purchasing for Policymakers 
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Patient-Centered Medical Homes: Coordinating Care to Improve Health 

Monday 
8:00 AM- 9:30 AM 
Transportation Policy Committee Meeting 

2:30 PVI 4:30 PM 
Transportation Finance and Bridges and Bridge Systems 

Tuesday 
9:00 A!'v1 - 12:00 PM 
Intercity Passenger Rail 

1 ffll'ffi M r@jl n;d umfil4lli 
Tuesday 
2:15 PM 4:15 PM 
Training Workshop 
Facilitator: Pam Vaccaro 
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• I-I91:ne 

CSG Event 

CSG 50th An11ual M~eti11g and Regional Policy Forum 

Portland, Maine* August 14-18, 2010 * Holiday Inn By the Bay 
Space is limited. Rooms will be sold on a first come, first serve basis. Housing application deadline is 
Friday, July, 9, 2010. After this date, rooms will be based on availability. 

Note: The conference rate and accommodations may not be available after July 9, 2010. 

http://www.epicintl.net/csgevent/portlandl 0/ 6/17/2010 
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CSG HOUSING 

Portland, Maine * August 14-18, 2010 * Holiday Inn By the Bay 

Space is limited. Rooms will be sold on a first come, first serve basis. Housing application deadline is 
Fi-iday1 July, 9, 2010. After this datr:'; rooms will be based on availability. 

Note: The conference rate and accommodations may not be available after July 9, 2010. 

Attendee's Name * 

First Last 

Organization 

Office/ Alternate Contact 

Address 

Street Address 

Address Line 2 

C:Jly State / Province Region 

Postal ; Zip Code Country 

Phone Number 

### :fi### 

E-Mail Address* 

Holiday Inn BY. the Bay I Portland, Maine 
Room - 5195 + 7% tax= $208.65 oer niaht 

Hotel Arrival Date * 

MM DD yyyy 

http:/ /www.epicintl.net/csgevent/portland 10/ 6/17/2010 



CSG Event I Portland, ME 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Reservations held the following ways: 

ONLINE: www.csgeast.org 
Select Meetings, then Online Registration 

E-MAIL: 
Completed form to: i11fo@e.picintl.net 

FAX: 
Completed form to: 480.990.2522 

MAIL: 
Completed form to: 
CSG Reservations c/o EPIC International 
8399 E. Indian School Road, Suite #105 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

DEADLINE 
Reservations must be made by July 9, 2010 in order to guarantee conference rates. 

CONFiPuv1A TIOl~S 

Page 3 of 3 

CSG Reservations will send you a notification of receipt of your rooming request. A confirmation will 
be sent from the hotel directly via e-mail. Please review all information for accuracy. If you do not 
receive a confirmation or have questions, please call us at: 866.703.6288 I 480.994.4434 or e-mail to 
info@,epici11tl.net. 

You will receive your confirmation number via e-mail from the hotel directly, approximately 2 weeks 
prior to your arrival. 

ROOMING 
All rates are per room and do NOT include 7% occupancy tax (subject to change). Room type cannot be 
guaranteed, however we will do our best to honor all requests. Hotel will assign specific rooms upon 
check-in, based on availability. 

GUARANTEE 
All reservations require a guarantee. Reservations must be guaranteed with ?- credit card for one 
night's room and tax. Reservations will NOT be processed without a credit card guarantee. All changes 
and cancellations must be made directly with EPIC International through August 12, 2010. 

** NOTE - Your confirmation will be e-mailed t~ you 2 weeks prior to your stay** 

For all reservations, changes or cancellations made on or after August 12, 2010, please contact the hotel 
directly. If you have questions, please call EPIC International at 866.703.6288 [_480.994.4434. 

• Home 

• 
http:/ /www.epicintl.net/csgevent/portlandl 0/ 6/17/2010 



 
Maine International Trade Center meeting with Ambassador Kirk on August 5, 2010 

 
CTPC members in attendance: Rep. Rotundo, Paul Volckhausen, Sarah Bigney, Wade Merritt 
and Michael Hiltz.  Others in attendance: Janine Bisaillon-Cary, Dana Eidsness, Jeffery Porter 
(U.S. Export Assistance Center), Perry Newman and four other participants   
 
Rep. Rotundo gave a brief introduction of the commission and its activities. 
 
Ambassador Kirk statements: 
 

• USTR wants to have more dialogue with local groups and all sides of the debate.  
 

• The current global economic circumstances is good for trade and is a way out of hard 
economic times without raising taxes 

 
• On this trip to various states he is looking to find common ground between those who are 

pro trade and those who have concerns about certain aspects of trade agreements 
 

• USTR wants to resolve issues with the Panama/Columbia/Korean trade agreements so 
they can be finished soon.  In the future USTR will work on TTP. 

 
• Ambassador Kirk stated that by federal law, USTR cannot enter into a trade agreement 

that gives foreign investors special rights over U.S. investors. He didn’t understand the 
concerns people have with investor provisions giving foreign investors “special rights.” 
Members of the commission followed up on his answer trying to focus on the ability of 
foreign investors to have disputes tried before tribunals outside of U.S. law but the 
Ambassador did not respond directly to that point.   

 
• Ambassador Kirk has added a number of healthcare advocates to his advisory groups to 

make sure health care issues are not overlooked.  
 

• Ambassador Kirk will look into how members get appointed to IQPAC and said state 
consultation is the best way for states to communicate with USTR.  

 
• Ambassador Kirk said he would continue to improve the trade model to address concerns.   




